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unit as centre.  This stable centre, serving for an endless
succession of changing complex forms, is gradually awakened
by the vibrations of these forms into faint responses, these
again thrilling feebly upwards to the seed of Consciousness
and producing therein vaguest internal movements. It
cannot be said that each centre has always round it a form
of its own ; for one aggregation of elemental essence may
have several, or very many, of these centres within it, or,
again, may have only one, or none.   Thus with incon-
ceivable slowness these attached units become possessors
of certain qualities ; that is, acquire the power of vibrating
in certain ways, which are connected with thinking and wil!
hereafter make thoughts possible. The Shining Ones of the
Second Elemental Kingdom work upon them also. directing
upon them the vibrations to which they gradually begin to
respond, and surrounding them with the elemental essence
thrown off from their own bodies.1 Moreover, each of the
seven typical groups is separated from the others by a
delicate wall of monadic essence (atomic matter ensouled
by the life of the Second Logos), the beginning of the wall
of the future Group-Soul.

This whole process is repeated when the Third Elemental
Kingdom has been formed. The tiny thread of buddhic
ensheathed life, with its attached mental unit, now pushes
outwards to the desire-plane and attaches itself to a single
astral atom, adding this to itself as its stable centre on the
desire-plane.  Round this now gather temporary aggrega-
tions of elemental essence of the Third Kingdom, scattering
and regathering as before. Similar results follow, as the

1 See 'Evolution of Life and Form, by Annie Besant, pp. 132. 133.